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National Seminar

On

‘Rock Art of Central India with Special reference to
Madhya Pradesh’

(5*-7* December, 2017)

Venue: Rock Art Conference Hall, IGRMS, Bhopal
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Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, New Delhi in collaboration with Indira Gandhi Rashtriya
Manav Sanghrahalaya (IGRMS), Bhopal organized a National Seminar on ‘Rock Art of Central India
with Special reference to Madhya Pradesh’ from 5t -7th December, 2017 at Rock Art Conference
Hall, IGRMS, Bhopal. The seminar was inaugurated by the Chief Guest on the occasion Dr. Pramod
Kumar Verma, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor of Barkatullah University, Bhopal. Prof. Rahman Ali was the
chairperson on the occasion. Prof. Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri, Director, IGRMS delivered the welcome
address. Dr. B. L. Malla, Project Director, IGNCA gave the introduction to the seminar. Dr. Malla in
his speech elaborated on the significance of inter-disciplinary documentation of rock art sites in the

state in order to understand it in a holistic manner.

Dr. Pramod K. Verma inaugurating the Seminar.

The Chief Guest on the occasion Dr. Pramod K. Verma in his address appreciated the steps
taken by IGNCA in studying and documenting the rock art of the country. Dr. Verma also gave some
valuable suggestions in formulating dating methods for rock art sites/shelters in the state of
Madhya Pradesh. He emphasized on collaboration with various institutions in this venture. Prof.

Rahman Ali the chairperson on the occasion explained the importance of geology and archaeology



in the field of Rock Art studies and appreciated the contribution of senior scholars like Prof. V. H.

Sonawane and Dr. Korisettar. At last, the vote of thanks was given by Dr. S. K. Pandey.
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Dr. Pramod K. Verma delivering the Chief Guest address. Prof. Rahman Ali delivering the Chairman’s address.

The three days seminar at Bhopal was a huge success as scholars and experts on rock art
and its allied disciplines from different parts of the country and Madhya Pradesh actively
participated in the seminar. Students from various colleges and institutions from Madhya Pradesh
also participated in the seminar along with rock art enthusiasts. Several papers were presented by
scholars from Prehistory, Archaeology, and Anthropology etc. on various aspects of rock art of
central India. The 1st session of the day was chaired by Prof. V.H. Sonawane, in this session scholars
like, Dr. Prabhas Sahu and Dr. S. S. Gupta presented their papers on Petroglyphs in Central Indian

rock Art and Buddhist Monastic establishments on Rock Art sites of Central India respectively.

Dr.Prabash Sahu (L) and Dr. S. S. Gupta presenting their papers at the seminar.



The afternoon session of the day was chaired by Prof. Rahman Ali. In this session, the general and
regional overview of Rock Art was the major topic and several scholars presented their papers:
“Bhopal Kshhetra key Mahatvapurna Shailchitra kala Kendra” by Narayan Vyas, Rock Art Heritage in
Madhya Pradesh: Special Reference to IGRMS by P. Sankara Rao, K. Seshadri, Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri,
Revisit of Rock paintings of Nagori Hills near Sanchi by M. C. Joshi and Narayan Vyas.
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Dr. Narayan Vys (L) and Prof. Ravi Korisettar présenting their papers during the seminar.

The second day’s session was more elaborative with presentation of papers by several
scholars on recent research and discovery of new rock art sites in Madhya Pradesh and other parts
of Cerntral India. The papers in this session was presented by Pushpendra K. Nandan on Rock Art of
Satna district and Decoding Rock Art of Madhya Pradesh: a Revelation of Periodic Ethno- History by
Somnath Chakraverty and Ritually Vandalized Rock Art Sites In Madhya Pradesh by Meenakshi
Dubey Pathak. Besides, the papers by S.B. Ota, Ravi Koriosettar, Ruman Banerjee and Ganganath
Jha highlighted various aspects of rock art in relation to its environment. In all the academic

sessions there was an elaborate and fruitful discussion after each presentation.

Dr. Somnath Chakraverty (L) and S. B. Ota presenting their respective papers on 2nd day’s session at the seminar.



On 7th December 2017, in the pre-lunch session an open discussion on State of Recent Research and
Documentation of Rock Art in Central India was conducted and it was chaired by Sh. S. B. Ota. In the
afternoon, a Valedictory session was held. In the open session scholars along with students and
other observers participated actively and discussed on various aspects of rock art and at the end
gave their suggestions/ observations and recommendations. The valedictory address was given by
Prof. V. H. Sonawane. All the session’s rapporteurs/chairpersons presented a brief summary of the
papers presented by scholars at the seminar. Dr. Sonawane appreciated the task undertaken by
IGNCA for initiating a national project on rock art studies and it's allied subjects state-wise in a
standard format. He emphasized on the urgent need for conservation and preservation of rock art
sites in Central Indian region along with the involvement of scholars, students and general public in
the venture.
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Prof. Sonawane during his valedictory address.

Following were some of the recommendations presented in the session and agreed upon
by all the scholars and participants unanimously at the seminar:

1. IGNCA shall conduct Interdisciplinary documentation/study of rock art sites in the state
of Madhya Pradesh and surrounding regions in collaboration with interested
institutions like IGRMS, Bhopal and others.

2. At present seven regions have been identified for the documentation purpose in the

state along with their team leaders which are as follows;



Vi.
Vili.

viii.

S.B. Ota & Narayan Vyas - Bhimbetka, Raisen and Bhopal
Narayan Vyas - Bhanpura region

R. P. Pandey & S. K. Dwivedi - Gwalior, Shivpuri and Morena

S. S .Gupta and Alok Shrotriya - Rewa, Jabalpur and Kathni
Somnath Chakraverty & S. K. Pandey - Sagar, Chhatarpur, Panna
Prabhas Sahu - Baitul (Maharashtra and adjoining areas)
Meenakshi Dubey Pathak - Pachmari and Mahadeo hills.

C. M. Nautiyal, Ruman Banerjee & Manoj Rathore - For dating.

IGNCA shall spearhead the project for systematic documentation of rock art sites of the
region and shall also work on the dating aspects of these sites. A road map for proper
conservation and preservation of these sites will be initiated in consultation with all the
stakeholders.

As we are losing this precious art form rapidly due to both human and natural factors,
they have to be documented without any delay in order to save them for posterity.
Workshops on rock art may be organized at Bhopal and other parts of the state with
potential rock art sites in order to acquaint the students, scholars and general public
about the significance of Rock art heritage in the country.

All the scholars and participants at the seminar made a unanimous decision for
establishing a Rock Art society, which will be an independent body under the Indira
Gandhi National Centre for the Arts. IGNCA will work as a patron for this Society. The
society will help to protect and conserve the rock art sites for future generation and give
the young scholars a very good platform to publish their researches and appreciate
their contribution and also give further opportunity to do further research. Accordingly,
it will conduct awareness programme to make the people aware about their heritage
and importance of these sites. Few names were suggested for the society by the experts

and following are the chosen names to be finalized for the Society:

1. Society for Rock Art Research (SRAR)
2. Society for Rock Art Heritage (SRAH)
3. Bhartiya Sailachitra Kala Adhyayan Samiti.

The following categories of membership were also proposed for the society:

Institutional Membership- (to be decided later)
Lifetime Membership - 5000 /-

Student Membership - 1000/-

Annual Membership - 2000/-
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At the end, concluding the three days national seminar on Rock Art of Central India with Special
reference to Madhya Pradesh Dr. B. L. Malla, Project Director, IGNCA presented the vote of
thanks. He thanked all the delegates / participants and other observers for their active participation
in the Seminar. Dr. Malla, specially congratulated the collaborating partner IGRMS, Bhopal and
IGNCA team for successfully organizing the Seminar.
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Scholars and participants at the Seminar.

The seminar received a wide coverage in both print and electronic media.
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IGRMS seminar on
rock art history
from Dec 5-7

DB Post Correspondént

Bhopal: The IGRMS is organising a 3-day-
long national seminar from December 5 in
collaboration with the Indira Gandhi Na-
tional Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), New
Delhi, with the objective of exploring new
perspectives in rock art heritage and eth-
no-archaeological aspects of Central In-
dia. The seminar aims at delving deep into
the recent methodological and technical
| developments in rock art studies of cen-
tral Indian states with special reference to
Madhya Pradesh.

' The seminar will address important
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® The seminar's inaugural function is
scheduled to be held at 10.30 am on
December 5, 2017, at the Rock Art |
Conference Hall of IGRMS, Bhopal |

# The seminar will have 5 sessions & will |
be attended by eminent academics, |
research scholars & students. They
will present — and deliberate upon —
papers on relevant topics

» The discussion & valedictory se:
will be held from 3 pm on Dec
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Barkatullah University, Bhopal
and Prof Rahman Ali will be the
Chairp: Dr Sarit K
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rich knowledge to the attendees
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The present seminar aims to
delve deep upon the recent
methodological and technical
issues concerning the rock art
studies of central Indian states

Chaudhuri, Director, IGRMS will
give the welcome address and Dr
B L Malla, Project Director, Adi
Drishya Department, IGNCA,
New Delhi will give inaugural
address about the seminar and
IGNCA's contribution in rock art
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due to the dumping yard of the coal
excavation area.

The present study also highlights the
| geographical condition of rock art and

Cultural activities and Art of the popu-

lation in-habiting the area. The indige-
nous people living in this area are
unaware about the importance of this
‘Likhni Rock Site'and Cultural Heritage.

Due to regional faith they are prac-
ticing religious activities at this site and
sacred performance and human

st dded to thEnrok

For the preservation of this rock art
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and counseling of local people mirding
in the region.
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*ml scholars presented their

no-archaeological aspect

rock art sites in Ramgarh region of
Jharkhand. Dr. Jha said that the
traditionof Rogk Art is in dimynish- -
ing stage due to th dumping yard
of the coal excavation ares. The pre-
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‘Likhni Rock Site
in Jharkhand

facingslow death’
DAY 2 OF NAT'L ROCK ART SEMINAR

DB Post Correspondent

Bhopal: On the second
day of the national semi-
naron Rock Artof Central
India: With Special Refer
ence to Madhyva Pradesh,
at the IGRMS, several
scholars presented their
papers on various aspects
on rock art of the region,

An interesting presen-
tation was by Dr Ganga

NathJha from Jharkhand.
He presented a paper on
the ethno-archaeological
of rock art sites in
the Ramgarh region of
Jharkhand. He said the
rock art heritage is facing
a slow death due to the
dumping yard in the coal
excavation area.

The study also high- |
lighted the geographical
condition of rock art of
the area. The indigenous
people of this area are |
unaware about the im-
portance of this Likhni
Rock Site and its cultural
heritage. Due to their re-
glonal faith, they prac-
tise religious activities at
this heritage site. Human
vandalism has also add-
ed to the problems.

For the preservation of
this heritage rock art site,
there is an imperative
need forexperts to counsel
the people of the region.

ROCK ART TELLS OF CULTURE

= Neha Singh presented an Interesting paper on
the Yogini Mata Shelter of Sirmour region in HP

= she elaborated on the sig
aid cultuy
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Bhopal: A three-day national e T —
seminar on ‘Kock Art of Central T R g

: With Special Reference to -

a Pradesh’ concluded on

'-! The seminar was organ-
by Indira Gandhi National

for the Arts IGNCA), New

in collaboration with Indira
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Team Rock Art

Adi DrishyaDepartment

Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts
11 Mansingh Road, New Delhi



